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By DICK ISENHOUR 
Of The News-Sentinel 

Can you imagine not w 
live near a hospital? Well, | 
sort of negative react 
greeted the city’s first h« 
1878. 
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closing line powe: 
broadcast traditid 


By ERIC ZORN 
Of the Chicago Tribune 

CHICAGO — A newspaper car- 
toon in Paul Harvey’s conference 
room shows a middle-aged woman 
saying to her friend, “And when he 
signs off he goes, “This is Paul Har- 
vey .. . and there is this long pause, 
and the tension builds and builds 
until I think I’m going to go crazy. 
And then he goes. . . “Good Day!’ I’m 
limp.” 

The trademark farewell salutation 
of the perky, homespun, right and 


and two or three public 
week, Harvey’s desk is € 
ily neat and his offices d 
clutter such an aweson 
tion-gathering machin« 
generates. He sits in a 
leather chair and works 
from the window, the wa 
decorated with a drawin 
Reagan and a photog 
family. 

‚He may be an anachro: 
his old-time radio voice, 
lessly patriotic boosteri 
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City s first hospital 


made neighbors sick 


By DICK ISENHOUR 
Of The News-Sentinel 

Can you imagine not wanting to 
live near a hospital? Well, this is the 
sort of negative reaction that 
greeted the city’s first hospital in 
1878. 

A group of spirited citizens had vi- 
sualized a hospital to care for the 
sick in the growing frontier town. 
Their dreams materialized with the 
creation of Fort Wayne City Hospi- 
tal, which first operated out of the 
home of William Edsall, Main and 
Webster streets. 

The hospital’s home there was 
short-lived, as neighbors joined in 
protest and took their objections to 
court. 


The neighbors were successful in 
receiving an injunction against the 
hospital and it was forced to move 
out, two weeks after it had opened. 

Fortunately, it soon re-opened in 
what is called the Purnam mansion 
in some records and the Tapp resi- 
dence in others — a mansion on the 
corner of Hanna and Lewis streets. 
(It is now the home of American Le- 
gion Post 82.) | 

Five years later, citizens were 
clamoring for better facilities and 
the hospital moved to the Hanna 
Homestead, Washington Boulevard 
at Barr Street, the site of the present 
YMCA. The building, where Oliver 
Hanna had lived, was purchased for 
$15,000 raised from the sale of land 





donated by St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, the German Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Emmanuel Lu- 
theran Church and several individ- 
ual donors. 

A south wing built onto the build- 
ing in 1891 was paid for by a $10,000 
donation from the family of Jesse 
Williams. The donation prompted 
several citizens to request the name 
of the hospital be changed to Wil- 
liams Hospital, but the modest Wil- 
liams family proposed the name be 
changed to Hope Hospital. The Wil- 
liams family prevailed. 

In the years between 1900 and 
1906, a new wing was added to the 
structure and fire hazards were elim- 
inated. But the next decade was a 
tough one financially. The hospital 
was growing in public acceptance 
and use but was ailing monetarily. 

Fund raising efforts bogged down 
and in 1916, local churches briefly 
assumed control. A hospital board 
comprised of representatives from 
local churches and the B’nai Jacob 
Synagogue was established but the 
setup proved unwieldy and failed. 

February 1916 saw the hospital 
sold to the YMCA for $36,000, clear- 
ing the books but leaving the hospi- 
tal with only a few fixtures and some 
furnishings. 

The following year, the hospital 
moved into the newly-constructed 
Ways Sanitarium on West Lewis 
Street, between Harrison and Cal- 
houn streets. Management of the 





The Purnam mansion, sometimes called the Tapp residence, at Hanna and Lewis 
streets as it looked when Fort Wayne City Hospital occupied the site, 1878-1883. 


hospital was taken over by the Methodist Hospi- 
tal and Deaconnes Home Association and in 1922 
the name was changed to Methodist Hospital. 


The road to financial security was still a 
rough one and for many years the hospital was 
kept going by an annual grant from the Northern 
Indiana Conference of the Methodist Church. 


The 1940s marked the beginning of a more 
positive outlook for the hospital. Plans were 
drawn for construction of a new building. 


Though fund-raising efforts were stalled by 
World War II and inflation, a new campaign 
launched in 1950 overshot a goal of $750,000 by 
$500,000. Added to $600,000 raised in the earlier 
campaign, this meant local folks had $1.8 million 
in hand to be matched with federal money for 
construction of a new hospital. 

Construction started soon after, and in 1953, 
the new Parkview Memorial Hospital was for- 
mally dedicated and has continued to grow with 
the community. 
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Herman W. Tapp (1857-1928) was for many years a 
prominent construction contractor. His large con- 
tracts included the construction of the West Main 
Street bridge, State Street boulevard bridge, 





the Pennsylvania, Wabash and New York Central 
railroads. 


Mr. Tapp was born in Genmiany: but came ren 
when a small child. The Tapp residence was loca- 
ited at the northeast corner of Hanna and Lewis, now 
‘ffoccupied by American Legion Post 148. 


Mr. Tapp was buried in Lindenwood, where full 
modern cemetery facilities include single and 
family plots, garden crypts, two chapels and a 
ee | ie 
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Mildred J. Ternet, 59, of Lake 
Everett, died Tuesday in Park- 
view Memorial Hospital. 

A native of Monroeville, Mrs. 
Ternet lived most of her life in 
Fort Wayne. She was employed at 
Kelly Box & Packaging Corp. for 
22 years. She was a member of St. 
Patrick’s Catholic Church, Arcola, 
and the Catholic Order of Forres- 
ters No. 994. 

Surviving are her husband, Ber- 
non Sr.; four daughters, Darlene 
Kinney of Fort Wayne, Deborah 
Johnson of Lake Everett, Jo Ann 
Waikel of Fort Dix, N.J., and Jan- 
ice of Kessler Air Force Base, 
Miss.; six sons, Charles and Don- 
ald, both at home, James and Ber- 
non Jr., both of Fort Wayne, Rich- 
ard of Churubusco and Ronald of 
Balsam Lake, Wis.; three sisters, 
Mary Ellen Bowman of Columbia 
City, Catherine Marquardt of 
Monroeville, and Delores Shaffer 
of Bryan, Ohio; five brothers, Da- 
vid Johnston and Ralph Johnston, 
both of Lake Everett, Fred 
Johnston .of Fort Wayne, and 
Harry Johnston and Bernard 
Johnston, both of Monroeville; 
and 20 grandchildren. 

Services are 10 a.m. Saturday in 
E. Harper & Son Funeral Home, 
New Haven, and 10:30 a.m. in St. 
John the Baptist Catholic Church, 
New Haven. Calling is from 7 to 9 
p.m. today and 2 to 5 and 7 to 9 
p.m. Friday at the funeral home, 
with a rosary recited there at 8:30 
p.m. Friday. Burial will be in the 
church cemetery. 

Preferred memorials are gifts to 
the American Heart Association 
or Masses to the church. 
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SAINT JOSEPHS COLLEGE 


Rensselaer, Indiana 


March 25, 1972 


Mr. Alfred B. Rondot 
1648 Circle Drive 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 47808 


Dear Mr. Rondot, 


I said tlat I didn't have much time to work with you right now, but off and 

on during the past couple of weeks I have been piecing together notes from 

my files and I have a rather extensive collection for the TERNET family. I 

was particularly interested in this one because I have a few relatives in the 
family. So I can serve their purposes too by tieing this together. It is one 

of the families that you state you need to do further research on, and I guessed 
from your spellings etc. that you did not have much material. I am not anxious 
to duplicate anyone's efforts. 


There are.a couple of oldsters still living in Fort Wayne and New Haven Ps 
who might give you many more leads and information. Mrs. Lloyd (Louise A vee 
Ternet) Littlefield lives at 310 W. Berry. I don't know how much she can re rare 


help but she is part of the early family. She has a sister Ida still living. qi ae 
Neither of these ladies know me, but both Mrs. ‘3enevive Vachon and Elsie ~ 
Ternet mentioned them to me. 


During the holidays, after Wednesday (March 29) I shall be in Fort Wayne 
staying in my Aunt's home (Mrs. Catherine Moore). If you want to visit 
with me (or have me visit you) you can call and leave a message for me at 
her home - 743-7626. Meanwhile I get my notes together and bring them 
home with me. 


Prayers. 


Sincerely yours, 


fr . ¢ tn mae 


Charles Banet, C.PP.S. 


Office of the President 
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Statistical Sumi wer Panel OKs 


Divorces Asked 
















peti peony 

903 East Gump Rd. and Wil- risa ici os dates more than $2,000 to four daugh- 
liam L. Meinzen. T, Vorndr ters and a son. 
Barbara J. Folan, petitioner, Mary L. Wilts and Dwight G. ae who died ~ 

Dec, 24, named his wife, Helena 
A. Gerig and Michael E., beneficiary if she survives 
BE ES PEER Denon“ J. Gerig. and his children if she does not 

address listed, and Theo- ‘Paul D. King and Nancy L. survive. 


Judy Heffley and Robert Hef- Jan. 10, a yet 
the bulk of his property his 


bt Abts St pets PN En ern wife, Florence A. 
New Haven, and Jack L. Land- 1 and Carmen M. Bankruptcies Filed 
is. Sgro; ber former name of John- Sharon Ann Miller, 1071 


À date Raff, petitioner, son restored. Fayette Drive claims debts of 
2901 Simcoe Drive, and Jeffrey . SPORE SOUS IT I FRE $5,976.20 and agente of $106. 
G. Raff. Brenda Sue Bloom, 2922 Coli- 


Laura L. Ernsberger, pie “Lea Ann Kelley and Donald B. seum Blvd., claims debts of 


Ricky A, Ernsberger. Vicki L. Waller and Willard McG , 3215% 
Rosemary R. Karst, petition- E. Waller; her maiden name I ee re 
‚er, Fort Wayne, and Eugene T Stayer restored. and assets of $251. 
Bus ; onal +0 Pers aaa Court News Sey 
eer name dees Main Crops 
Divorces Granted Probate Action 


Sk Neg hag Smith and Edward Allard A. Benedict, who died 
Dec. 6, willed his tohis barley and potatoes. 





crops are oats, wheat, rye, 


Solar Heat 
“In New Jail 


WABASH Wabash 


County Council Wednesday 


agreed to sign a resolution 


of intent concerning solar 
Francis A Dodge, who died heating installation at the 


new county jail. ’ 

Agreeing to pay up to 40 
per cent of a revised instal- 
Jation figure of $172,080, the 
‘county’ s commitment is 
good only if a grant, cur- 
rently being applied for, is 
approved by the federal 
government. 

Commissioner Glen Beery 


, said the new figure repre- 


sents a $10,665 increase 
ever the original bid price, 
a figure the architect said. 


Luxembourg’s principal would be good until May 1. 


The resolution will be 
ready to sign Monday when . 


thn — 


nu 
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EMS in 15,860 Runs 
For Increase Over ’76 


Emergency Medical Service runs in- 
creased by 665 last year over 1976, EMS 
director Donald Cleveland reports. There 
were 15,860 runs, compared to 15,195 in 
1976. 

Cleveland said the total is expected to 
increase this year since there are no 
other ambulances in Fort Wayne. . 

There were 2,825 runs for “no service, 
1,378 for possible heart attack, 1,399 for 
__ illness, 1,477 for auto accident injuries 


—In Brief 





Doberman Pup Included’ 


In Jefferson St. Loot | 


À burglar walked away from Helen 


Underwood’s home, 1010 E. Jefferson Sts) 


Wednesday night with her four-month- 
old Doberman 
items. Ei 

Police said the puppy’s tracks were 
visible in the snow alongside the intrud- 


...er’s footprints as far as the house next 


* and 1,209 persons transported for check. | 


ups, Cleveland said in detailing the runs. 
The most active months 
December. 


9 4 


months 


door. Police said the man broke the | 


glass in a basement window to get into 
the home, where he also stole $40 in 


cash, a portable TV and an ‚eight-track _ 


AM-FM radio. 


Ms. Underwood was gone from her 


home since 3 p.m. Wednesday and found ites à 


police, William E. Bowers, 1610 Carroll 
 Rd., said a $700 set of tools ‘was taken 4 


the breakin about 12:30 a.m. today. - ~ 
In breakins reported to Allen Count 


} 


7 IN PN ER from his garage Wednesday. - 
director observed there were 43.5 


Tr 


puppy as well as other 


Two TV sets, a kitchen set, a bed, a in 


RS AT Amen cat ward renarted + 
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pert L. Vachon, 
serve their 50th 






Genevieve M. Vachon, 71, of "" pa suit ond = 
New Haven, a:member of St. John 
the Baptist Catholic Church, New 

Haven, died Monday in Parkview. 

Memorial Hospital. 

_ Mrs. Vachon, born in Jefferson 

Township, resided in New Haven for 

53 years and was a member of the 
Catholic Order of Foresters. 
Surviving are her husband, Rob- 

ert; two sons, Robert Jr. and Ray- © 
‘mond, both of New Haven; six 

_ daughters, Mary C. Miller of Fort 

_ Wayne, Carolyn Schmitt of Decatur, 

_ Marie Zahm of Huntington, Eliza- . 
_ beth Stoyanoff and Genevieve Orr, 

both of New Haven, and Millie Va- 

: chon of Milwaukee; a brother, Ber- 
non Ternet of Arcola; and a sister, 

Cecilia Schmitt, Fort Wayne. 





F. CHAR es J. TERVET — 


„24 CN 9x Donald D. (Carolyn) Schmitt, Deca- _, 


y at a Mass of 
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Pichon 
Mr., Mrs. Robert L. Vachon | 
Annive™ 
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St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, 
followed by a reception at The Oaks. 
~ Vachon and the former Genevieve 


II Fis 


Ternet were married Aug. 12, 1930. 

| They are the parents of Robert L. 4G Ho : 
Vachon Jr., Raymond J. Vachon, ~~~ ~~ 
Mrs. BE. (Liz) Stoyanoff and Mrs. ,, M 


| Michael G. (Genevieve) Orr, all of 
New Haven; Mrs. Thomas A. (Mary 
Catherine) Miller, Fort Wayne; Mrs. 


SIA MEN 


a 
Pf # ei, 


HH VALHON 


rages 


tur; Mrs. John W. (Marie) Zahm, 
Huntington, and Mildred Vachon, 
Milwaukee, Wis. They have 25 
grandchildren and two great-grand- 
children. Vachon was a barber in 
.New Haven for 50 years. 
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Four more GE men have 
‘completed their apprentice 
training here and received ‘job 
‘assignments. The four new ap- 
| prentice grads are Richard L. 
_ Ahlersmeyer, Larry A. Maxwell, 
{ Grant N. Messmann and Neil A. 
Ternet. 
Ahlersmeyer is a 1965 graduate 
of South Side High School. He 
_ attended classes at Purdue 
| University and the Universtity of 
Arizona before spending four 
‘| years in the US. Air Force. 
Ahlersmeyer worked as a 
_| Stator press operator at Taylor 
Street before entering apprentice 
training in 1970. He has been 
“assigned to equipment manu- 
facturing in building 19-2. 
‘| The new apprentice grad 
‘comes from a GE family. His 
mother and father are both 
employed here, and his grand- 
‚father is a GE pensioner. 


+ 








_ Ahlersmeyer is a church 
‚eouncil member at St. Luke’s 
Lutheran Church in Monroeville. 
Married and the father of a son 
and a daughter, he resides at 
| R.R. 2, Monroeville. 


Maxwell entered the Ap- 
| prentice Program in 1970 after 
| graduating from Columbia City 
-! Joint High School. He completed 
e machinist-toolmaker course 
has been assigned to 
equipment manufacturing in 
building 19-3. 
A bachelor, Maxwell lists 
hunting, fishing and cycling as 
_| his favorite leisure activities. He 





a 





F GERALD 





— 4 PT A 1 À 


resides at R.R. 7, Columbia City. 
Messmann graduated from 
New Haven High School in 1970 
and joined the Apprentice 
Program the same year. He has 
been assigned to tool manufac- 
turing in building 19-4. 
Messman graduated from 
time student at the IU-Purdue 
Regional Campus, here. His 
hobbies include softball, 
basketball, bowling and hunting. 
He is single and resides at 8912 
Tillman Road 
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Apprentice grads get TRO assignments 


Ternet entered apprentice 
training in 1970 after graduating 
from Heritage High School. He 


completed the machinist- 
toolmaker course and received 
an assignment with tool 


manufacturing in building 19-4. 
His uncle and aunt are also GE 
employees. 

Ternet enjoys watching stock 
car races, motorcycling and 
shooting in his spare time. He is 
married and resides at R.R. 1, 
Monroeville. 
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D. Wayne Edwards, a 
telephone repair man for 
Specialty Motor-Taylor Street, 
elected to retire January 1. He 
joined GE in 1929 as a messenger 


in building 18-1. He plans to spend 
his time puttering around the 
house. 


Eddie E. Scott, a connect and 
weld operator for the Specialty 
Transformer Business Depart- 
ment, elected to retire January 1. 
He joined GE as a helper at 
Winter Street in 1948. As a retiree, 
he plans to fish, hunt and have 
fun. 


‘ad for these new pensioners 


Thurman J. Fuhrman, a 
correspondence clerk for the 
Specialty Transformer Business 
Department, elected to retire 
January 1. His first assignment 
here was as an apprentice in 
building 12-3 in 1929. He plans to 
pursue his woodworking hobby. 





James J. Carey, a Borematic 
operator for GPM-Winter Street, 
elected to retire Janaury 1. He 
joined the company as a winder in 
building 26-3 in 1929. He plans to 
catch up on the work at home and 
then head to Florida if the gas 
situation gets better. 












£ i 


Lucinda Pettit, an inspector for 
Specialty Motor-Broadway, 
elected to retire January 1. She 
started here as a stacker for 
Specialty Transformer in 1943. If 
conditions permit, she hopes to do 
some travelling during 
retirement. 










Earl W. Fee, a group leader 
the Specialty Transformer 

Business Department, elected to 
retire January 1. He joined the 
company in 1942 as an auto 
mechanic in building 20-1. 
Fishing and travel top his list of 
retirement plans. | 
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- Businessman Sues Own Fir 


MRARSHA 


More than $2.7 million :in 
damages is being requested 
by a mobile home park oper- 

_ator due to a series of busi- 
| ness transactions involving 


| the purchase of one trailer 


park and the development of 
another. 

Daniel L. Gumbert brought 
suit in Superior Court against 
Gumbert Development Corp., 
Thomas J. Eckrich individ- 
ually and as an officer in the 
Corporation, and against Ter- 
rence L. Ternet, as an officer 
in the Corporation. 

According to the suit, Gum- 


a une (nn nn ds 
nn nn 


TE PRewte |b TERWET 


bert and Eckrich formed 
a firm whose name was 
changed to Gumbert Devel- 
opment Corp. in 1969. 

Gumbert Development ac- 
quired Eastate Mobile Home 
Court in 1969 and began de- 
velopment of Valley Ridge 
Mobile Home Park the same 
year, the suit stated. 

The suit stated financial 
pressures resulted due to a 
Shortage of funds and the 
failure of Eckrich to arrange 
additional financing. 

The suit detailed problems 


‘the Development Corp. had 


FAVIN 









from 1969 to this year and 
also listed medical com- 
plications suffered by the 
plaintiff resulting in hospi- 
talization three times for in- 
testinal problems, including 
Surgery twice. 


Gumbert is asking for 
$375,000 in damages from 
Eckrich for alleged breach of 
contract, $1 million allegedly 
for causing him physical pres- 
sure due to Eckrich’s failure to 
arrange financing and, $320,- 
000 for purported misrepre- 
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m, Colleagues . 


sentations in the business deal- 
ings. i We 
Another $49,500 is ‘sought 


Club And 
Lodge Notes 


Regular monthly business 
meeting of Sion S. Bass 
Corps Seven, Woman’s Relief 
Corps, will be at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday at the home of Mrs. 
Bessie Bandor, 2424 Dodge 
Ave. 












from the Corporation: for 


promissory notes the plaintiff 
“made 


to Gumbert Deve 
opment Corp. LP 

The suit claims Ternet a 
terfered with the contractual 
relationship for Gumbert’s 
management of the Vall 
Ridge project and deman 
$700,000. ; 

Another $350,000 is de- 
manded in the suit from Ter- 
net for alleged interference 
with prospective advantages 
the plaintiff would have ob- 
tained through his business 
relationship with Eckrich. . 
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My Jesus, receive within Thy ~ 
Sacred Heart the soul of 


Rev. Msgr. Charles H. Thiele 
Born June 22, 1863 
Ordained June 29, 1888 


Invested Domestic Prelate 
June 29, 1928 


Died April 17, 1941 


Let Us Pray 
O Lord, we beseech Thee, that the’soul of 
hy servent, Charles, whom Thou didst vest 
eon earth with the sacerdotal dignity, 


a) be happy forever in heaven. 
Amen. 


lerciful Jesus, grant him eternal rest and 


everlasting light shine upon him. 
(300 days) 


ORDA MED 6°-29-/9 98 






























Left: One of the Wayne 
Knitting Mills build- 
ings that remains at 
the corners of Calhoun 
and Growth streets. 
Below: This photo- 
graph, taken in the 
1930s, shows the 
cramped, bustling 
working conditions in 
Wayne Knitting Mills. 
Courtesy of the Allen 
County-Fort Wayne 
Historical Society. 
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Cityscapes: Fort Way 
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For 70 years, Fort Wayne cov- 
ered the legs of the world. 

In the days before hosiery 
turned into “nylons” and was 
packaged in cute little egg- 
shaped containers with cute 
little names, Wayne Knit silk 
hose had more-than its share of 
the legwear market. 

Between 1892 and 1960, 
Wayne Knitting Mills at West 
Main Street and Growth Avenue 
was a busy place, with hundreds 
of employes — mostly women — 
scurrying over the cobblestone 
streets to take their places be- 
hind hundreds of humming sew- 
ing machines. 

The cobblestones are still 
there, and so are the buildings. 
So is the memory, but the rhyth- 
mic patter of the machines has 


rented quarters at Main and 
Clinton, the fledgling Wayne 
Knitting Mills set up permanent 
shop at Main and Growth. 

Just how good were Wayne 
Knit hose? Well, in 1904 the 
brand gained national recogni- 
tion when it took top honors for 


hosiery in competition at the St. 


Louis World’s Fair. The public- 
ity didn’t hurt; by 1908 the firm 
had $1 million worth of capital 
stock. 

The company prospered and 
eventually branched out into 
stockings for men and “pony 
stockings” for kids. So impor- 
tant was Wayne Knit to the local 
economy that Growth Avenue 
was known officially as “Knit- 
ter’s Avenue.” 

In 1923, however, Wayne 


According to historian John 
Ankenbruck, Foster and others 
assembled 80 percent of the 
company’s stock anyway and 
made the sale without Thieme’s 
consent. Several tremendous 
lawsuits followed. 

The Thieme family has re- 
mained active in Fort Wayne in 
succeeding years. Theodore 
Thieme was the grandfather of 
Allen Superior Court Judge 
Philip Thieme. 

In time, silk stockings became 
an anachronism; replaced with 
synthetics like nylon. Wayne 
Knit grew less fashionable and 
the mill closed down in 1960, its 
operations moving to Humboldt, 
Tenn. 

The old Wayne Knitting Mills 
buildings today are owned by 


long since faded. Knitting Mills was the focus of Wayne Warehouse, which leases . 
In 1891,.a drug store owner one of the city’s most celebrated them for public and private use. 
named Theodore F. Thieme de- financial episodes. Thieme had Next week, Cityscapes profiles 


cided Americans depended en- 
tirely too much on Europe for 
their supply of hose. So he sold 
his drug store at Wayne and Cal- 
houn streets and imported sev- 
eral knitting machines — not to 
mention knitters — from Ger- 
many. After spending a year in 


decided to sell the plant to Mun- 
singwear, then abruptly changed 
his mind. Other stockholders, 
however, led by Wayne presi- 
dent Sam Foster, still wanted to 
sell and were angered by what 
they considered to be Thieme’s 
unfairness toward stockholders. 


NOVEMBER 14, 1981" 


another bygone Fort Wayne in- 
dustry — The Packard Piano 
Co. 

— Kevin Leininger 


Kevin Leininger is a News-Sen- 
tinel general-assignment re- 
porter. 
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alter centur 


By MICHAEL E. BENNETT 
Staff Writer 






people, not surprisingly, are notice 
people die. 


nea he‘ died, 





notable. He just wasn’t t noticed much 
106 years ago. 4 





tery resurfaced from a centu 
vandals and the destruc 














tery, not far engl one 
his farm-along the Pig Jeon 
farmer homesteaded the 175-acr 
moved to Mottville in 1832 from Circlevi 
The village’s cemetery had been aid out 
years earlier, but Thompson opted for a 
graveyard. He became the last one buried 
when he died in 1877, at age 87. 
Thompson was the city’s first survey: 
biographical sketch says that ‘ Social 









dealings.” 





yet shrewd man also known for his staunch Repub- | 
lican partisanship. By the time Carl Kline’s family 


only once a decade. 
Kline was born 49 years ago, in a house not far 
from the cemetery. The tract is part of about 1,500 


in early years as the spot where the Chicago Trail 
crossed the St. Joseph River. 

Kline recalls that in the 1940s, The Grange tried 
to fence the cemetery and put some sheep in it to 






















‘unsuccessful effort. 


mushrooming, though Kline says he never found 
any there. 


markers had been dug up by vandals, Kline said, 
and he doubts there are any remains of settlers left. 
Several years ago, he cleared the surface of the 
land to make room for a pivoting above-ground 
irrigation system. 

_ He rescued the half-buried markers from dense 
brush, carefully stacked the stones and notified 
township officials. They took no action on the cem- 
etery, which always has been on private property, 
and never came under township jurisdiction. 

Last year, though, the cemetery again came to 
light when the Daughters: of the American Revolu- 
tion inventoried gravesites to further genealogical 
research. Thompson Cemetery was located on an 
1858 map, and DAR 

- They and the St. Joseph County Historical 
ath Rip Re pra 

f . The township has assumed responsibility 
for “markers, vor the stones now are being 

stored at the township cemetery. 


This year, officials in the township of about 
1,500 residents budgeted $2,200 for the memorial. 
Many of the stones are broken or too weather-warn 
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MOTTVILLE, Mich. — The graves of notable 
C long g after the 


Which isn't to say Andrew Thoin pes wasn't 


That is, until Dee year, when The mmpson Ceme- | 
































genial, whole-souled gentleman; | honest in all his 


But fame apparently was fleeting for the rrugal | 


bought the property in 1926, visitors were ane 


acres the family farms in Mottville Township, noted. 


graze off brush and grass. It was a short-lived, 


Only one person made a few brief visits to the | 
spot in the decades that followed. Local rumor said _ 
the area near the cemetery was a good spot for . | 


Most of the sandy ground that held the 30 or so 


visited it to rec- 


cemetery’s’ 
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2 STAFF ILLUSTRATION BY CORINNE HENDERSON 


to be reset, and it will be some time before they are: 
repaired and the memorial established. 
But Thompson, who devoted his life and labor to: 
working the soil, probably is in no rush. While the 
‘memorial will not be on the ground where he and 
his family were buried, it will honor the men, 
women and several children who settled Mottville 
Township and were laid to rest on Thompson’ s 
small, private plot. NT 










© RICHARD L. MUNGOVAN 
2221 S. Calhoun St. 
744-4124 © 
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Mr Alfred. Rondot NV 
1648 Circle Drive 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46808 


Dear friends, 


Just a note to tell you that I enjoyed the visit. Your work with the various 
families has impressed me very much. It is always a delight to meet some- 
one who works pretty much the same way that I do. Your methods of re- 
search, and your approach, is just Bbout the same as my own. You have one 
advantage over me, you started in the right way with proper kinds of group 
sheets. My notes are scattered all over the place and it takes a lot of work 
to assemble them. However, on my own families now I am much more organ- 
ized. I just didn't know that such forms existed when I began my hobby. 


Enclosed is some notes on GABRIEL TOURNIER that I did for Mrs. Ben Clemmer 
(BOBAY). My conjecture about the relationship with AIMABLE isn't correct, 

at least I doubt it now. But from baptismal and marriage sponsorship I am 
pretty sure that Gabriel and Melitine were brother and sister. There are still 
some TOURNEY families around who may have worked this matter out, and 
perhaps even know what happened to Charles Rondot. 


Caspar Fleck never came to Saint Joseph's College. He probably attended 
our juniorate at Burkettsville, Ohio and left before coming here. Those re- 
cords are at Saint Charles Seminary, Carthagena, Ohio. If you would want 
me to puruse the point for you. There was a Lawrence John Fleck, b. 10/7/ 
1905, son of John Fleck, Wabash Indiana, who attended Saint Joseph's from 
9/13/1921-11/24/1923. I didn't note any other Fleck's in our records, which 
I believe are well kept and accurate. 


I told you that I have not research’my one ancestor Marie Claudia LaCroix 
who married Jacques Joseph Banet. Her parrents Xavier LaCroix and Jeanne 
Heradt came to Fort Wayne in the 1850's, while she was in California. She 
had several sisters and a brother Louis LaCroix, one sister married Adam 
Piepenbrink, but this is not the Piepenbrink family in Fort Wayne now. 

I just have not had a chance to try to find any of this family. I would guess 
that the name has disappeared, but that the family is still around. My father 
just didn't remember them after his childhood. I'll try to assemble what I 
have for my next visit. Maybe you can help me with this. 


Sinatrely yours, 


> BER 


Office of the President 
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Robert Trahin, 
Helen Meyer 
Exchange Vows 


The marriage vows of Rob- 
ert Trahin and Helen Meyer 
' were solemnized at 2 p.m. Sat- 
urday in Holy Cross Catholic 
: Church, Ft. Branch. Parents 
of the couple are Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur F. Meyer, R, R. 2 PTE 
Branch, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Paul Trahin, 12207 Illinois 
Road. 


The bride asked her sister, 
Miss Sara Meyer, Ft. Branch, 


‘to be her maid of hon- 


or. Other attendants were 
Mrs. Karen Van Meter, Mis- 


‘hawaka, Mrs. Dale Trahin, 


Mrs. Roger Trahin and Mrs. 
Dennis Trahin. 

Gary Trahin attended his 
brother, and ushers were Phil- 
ip and George Meyer, Ft. 
Branch, brothers of the bfide, 
Dale, Roger and Dennis Tra- 
3ranch, brothers of the bride, 
groom. The rings were carried 
to the altar by Greg Trahin. 

Holy Cross Reception Hall 
was the setting for the recep- 
tion following the ceremony. 
Mr. and Mrs. Trahin will be at 
home in Fort Wayne upon 
their return from a honey- 
moon in New Orleans. 


Reveal Betrothal 


WHITE PIGEON, Mich. — 
Mr. and Mrs. Willard Evilsi- 
zor have announced the en- 
gagement and coming wed- 


. ding of their daughter, Vicki 


Melchi, to Reginald Jon Platz, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. George 
Platz Jr., Bristol, Ind. A June 
3 wedding is planned. Platz is 
a graduate of North Ridge 
High School, Middlebury, Ind., 
and is employed by Gagish 
Poured Walls, Bristol. The 
bride-elect is a graduate of 
White Pigeon High School. 
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Back when downtown Fort 
Wayne was still the place to 
work and shop, electric trolley 
cars criss-crossed at the corner 
of Calhoun and Main streets, 
spewing out some passengers 
-and gobbling up others. 

The intersection, with a mo- 
rass of trolley cables suspended 
above it, became known as “The 
Transfer Corner.” Logically, the 
major building at the intersec- 
tion became known as “The 
Transfer Building.” 

The Transfer Building was 
erected in 1894 at the intersec- 
tion’s northwest corner and 
originally housed the old Hamil- 
ton National Bank. Hamilton 
Bank was founded in 1853 and 
in 1917 merged with the First 
National Bank. - 

The new First and Hamilton 





‘SHINE § On 5 
a) SHOE 0 
; STORE, 


Cityscapes: The transfer building 


National Bank moved to Berry 
and Calhoun streets but could 
not survive the Great Depres- 
sion. 

After the merger, the Citizens 
Trust Bank moved into the 
Transfer Building. It prospered 
for a time, but also folded dur- 
ing the Depression, along with 
about 12 other local banks. 

Over the years, the building 
also played host to offices of 
Lincoln National Life, the Pur- 
due Extension Center, the Re- 
publican Party, a shoe store, 
Needham’s Typewriter Co., as 
well as scores of medical and le- 
gal offices. 

Then, in December 1963, Na- 
tional Management Inc. bought 
the building. National Manage- 


Left: The transfer building be- 
ing torn down to allow the wid- 
ening of Main Street. Note the 
false facade which was put on 
the building in 1964. Below: 
The transfer building in its 


original form. 





their offices into the Transfer 
Building in late 1964 — but not 
before the old structure was 
given a facelift. 

In early 1964, $250,000 was 
spent to modernize the building. 
The project included an exten- 
sive renovation of the exterior. 
The resulting yellow and brown 
facade was certainly more mod- 
ern than the old ornate stone 
face, but much less distinctive. 

The transfer building, no 
longer functional and no longer 
a thing of architectural interest, 
was torn down in 1979 to allow 
the widening of Main Street at 
the old “Transfer Corner.” = 

— Kevin Leininger 


Kevin Leininger is a News-Sen- 


ment and the Fort Wayne Mu- tinel general-assignment re- 
tual Life Insurance Co. moved  Dorter. 
JANUARY 9, 1982 
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“Blessed are they that mourn for 
they shall be comforted.” * 
St. Matt. V. 5. 


May Jesus have mercy on the 
Soul of 


) GERALD M. TREMMEL 
| Born May 17, 1909 
Died May 27, 1978 


( SENTLEST Heart of Jesus ever 

present in the Blessed Sacrament, 
ever consumed with burning love for 
the poor captive souls in Purgatory, 
have mercy on the soul of Thy de- 
parted servant, Be not severe in Thy 
Judgment but let some drops of Thy 
Precious Blood fall upon the devouring 
| flames, and do Thou O merciful Savi- 
| our send Thy angels to conduct Thy 





BE ir soegrenen 





departed servant to a place of refresh- 
ment, light and peace, Amen. 


May the souls of all the faithful de. 
parted, through the mercy of God rest 
in peace. Amen. 
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